TIMELINE FOR PARENTS AND HIGH SCHOOL-AGE STUDENTS

AGE 16

· Contact Ross County Board of Developmental Disabilities at 740.775.7044 to make sure that your child is eligible for county board services.  You must reapply for Services when a child turns 16 even if they were found eligible in the past.  (If found eligible in the past, you will receive a letter from the Intake Department).

JUNIOR YEAR

· Take advantage of any vocational programs that are available through your High School.  Consider applying for BVR (Bureau of Vocational Rehabilitation) services to help with your child’s vocational goals.

· Invite your Ross DD Service and Support Administrator (SSA) to your child’s IEP meetings.

AGE 18 

· Apply for SSI (Social Security Income).  Social Security can take up to six months to make a decision.  Call locally at 775.0206 to make an appointment.  You will need to gather documentation of your child’s disability (IEP, MFE, assessments from doctors or psychologists, etc.) for the appointment.  A Ross DD Service and Support Administrator can help guide you through the process and attend the appointment by request.

· Apply for Medicaid Health Insurance.  It is easier to apply for Medicaid after your child has been approved for SSI.  A Ross DD Service and Support Administrator can help guide you through the process at your request.

· Apply for legal guardianship through the probate court (if needed).  An attorney is NOT needed to apply for guardianship.  A Ross DD Service and Support Administrator can help guide you through the process.

· Call your Ross DD Service and Support Administrator if you need any help.

· Invite your Ross DD Service and Support Administrator to your child’s IEP meetings.

Graduation Year

· Apply for SSI (if you haven’t already done so).  Social Security can take up to six months to make a decision.  A Ross DD Service and Support Administrator can help guide you through the process.

· Apply for legal guardianship through the probate court, if you haven’t already done so and if this is needed. You will not need to complete this process if your child is capable of making informed decisions in important life areas (healthcare decisions, financial decisions, etc).

· Apply for Medicaid (if you haven’t already done so).  A Ross DD Service and Support Administrator can help guide you through the process.

· Make sure that you have your child’s Birth Certificate and Social Security Card.  The Ross County Board of Developmental Disabilities will need a copy of the Birth Certificate, Social Security Card, and a copy of the current Medicaid Card or Health Insurance card.

· Consider getting a State ID at the Bureau of Motor Vehicles. A State ID is sometimes needed for employment. Contact your Ross DD Service and Support Administrator if you have questions. 

· Invite your Ross DD Service and Support Administrator to your child’s IEP meetings!

· Work with your Ross DD Service and Support Administrator to ensure a smooth transition to Adult Services. 

Not for certain if you currently have a Ross DD Service and Support Administrator (SSA)? or if you know you do not have a SSA assigned to your child and would like one to help with the transition process, please call 740.775.7044 and ask to speak with our Intake Coordinator. 

Ross County Board of Developmental Disabilities
Service and Support Administration 
20 S. Paint Street
Chillicothe, OH 45601
Phone: 740.775.7044
FAX:    740.775.7236
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